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CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION — OPERATIONAL ACTIVITIES 
699. Hon PETER COLLIER to the Leader of the House representing the Attorney General: 
I ask this question on behalf of Hon Michael Mischin, who is away on urgent parliamentary business. 
I refer to the list of ongoing and emerging operational activities of the Corruption and Crime Commission supplied 
to the Attorney General by the Corruption and Crime Commissioner on 2 April 2020. 
(1) How is that information relevant to the appointment of a commissioner? 
(2) How is that information necessary to the appointment of a commissioner? 
(3) Did the Attorney General discuss the content of that list with the commissioner; and, if so, for what purpose? 
(4) Did the Attorney General receive advice from the commissioner as to the matters he was intending not to 

investigate were he to be reappointed? 
(5) In what way was Mr McKechnie’s reappointment as commissioner critical to the pursuit of these operational 

activities, rather than another suitably qualified candidate? 
I reckon I know the answer to this one! 
Hon SUE ELLERY replied: 
The member might be surprised. 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 
(1)–(5) Please refer to the answer — 
Hon Peter Collier: Yes! 

Hon SUE ELLERY: The member should wait. The answer is as follows. 
(1)–(5) Please refer to the answer to Legislative Council question without notice 570, which goes into some detail 

about the document that was covered by a certificate under section 152(4)(c) of the Corruption, Crime 
and Misconduct Act 2003. The document was relevant to the reappointment of the commissioner because, 
as pointed out by the Chief Justice in his nominating committee letter to the Premier, the reappointment 
of Mr John McKechnie, QC, would provide continuity in the role. On that basis, any responsible government 
would wish to be apprised of what a break in continuity would mean for the operations of the 
Corruption and Crime Commission. 
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